
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION  

How would you characterise your views on the Bill in general? 

In opposition 

It is legislation being pushed. Trough without an electoral mandate and no 
conscience clauses included similar to those in other legislation. 

How would you characterise your views on the introduction of same sex 
marriage, so that same sex couples can marry each other? 

In opposition 

It is a distraction from more important matters in the country, eg jobs, nhs funding, 
education, etc.    Same sex couples already have legal rights under civil partnership.    
The vast majority of Scotland  are opposed to this legislation which redefines 
marriage in a radical and unprecedented manner.  As a Minister of Religion, the 
Bible has been our Nation's moral co pass for generations , underpining all past 
legislation as athe base line and states quite categorically that marriage is a life long 
commitment between one man and one woman. To alter this is completely contrary 
to God's Word in Scripture.  Traditional marriage is more than about individual rights 
, because it expands to include responsibilities and care of children from the 
marriage union.  Once one aspect of traditional marriage is changed, it will start to 
unravel a host of other difficulties, such as polygamy, multiple partner relationships 
and will leave society with no moral benchmarks. 

How would you characterise your views on putting belief celebrants on the 
same footing as religious celebrants? 

In opposition 

How would you characterise your views on the arrangements for authorising 
celebrants to solemnise opposite sex and same sex marriage (including the 
opt-in procedures)? 

In opposition 

How would you characterise your views on civil partnerships changing to 
marriages?  

In opposition 

How would you characterise your views on allowing civil marriage ceremonies 
to take place anywhere, other than religious premises, agreed between the 
couple and registrar? 

Neither 



How would you characterise your views on allowing the religious and belief 
registration of civil partnerships? 

In opposition 

How would you characterise your views on allowing transgender persons to 
stay married when obtaining a full Gender Recognition Certificate, which 
provides legal recognition in the acquired gender? 

In opposition 

By asking this question You have already started to unravel our country's moral base 
line, provided by traditional marriage. 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of protections for those in 
society who may have concerns about same sex marriage? 

the proposed legislation offers little protection for individuals who believe marriage is 
between one man and one woman.  Given the lack of clarity from the Scottish 
Government on how this legislation will affect individuals who believe marriage is 
only between a man and a woman, we suggest the legislation is amended and 
adopts a conscientious objection clause similar to that of the 1967 Abortion Act with 
regards to the celebration of same-sex marriages.  This would provide indisputable 
guidance which would be hugely helpful, rather than having to establish precedents 
through the courts.  The legislation has worked well for abortion, another deeply 
contentious moral issue, and it would make sense to have similar provision for same-
sex marriage.  as Ministers of Religion, we would like some reassurance that in the 
eyes of the state it will still be legal to believe that marriage is between a man and a 
woman, that those who hold to this traditional view will not be subject to prosecution 
and that they will be free to express their opinions.  Given what has already 
happened in England â€“ where a court case has been brought against the Church 
of England with the ink barely dry on the Royal Assent â€“ there is no doubt that we 
will see similar instances north of the border.  The issue is simply not going away, 
and I urge the Scottish Government to think again about embarking on this major 
social experiment before it further unravels the fabric of society.   the Equality Act 
should be amended to include a specific reference to protect workers opposed to 
same sex marriage on the grounds of religious conviction â€“it is inconsistent for the 
Scottish Government to protect choirmasters and organists against discrimination, 
whilst leaving registrars, teachers and other public sector workers in   I have a  deep 
concern about the teaching of same-sex marriage in schools. It was 
â€œunacceptableâ€• that parents did not have the option to remove their children 
from all classes where gay marriage will be taught. 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of freedom of speech? 

 

Would you like to comment on any other wider issues in relation to the Bill that 
are not mentioned above? 

 



Are you responding as... 

a faith/belief local group or congregation 
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